The November 2001 issue of The Plant Cell includes a letter to the editor from Sheng Luan and colleagues regarding the renaming of genes and duplication of gene names in the literature. Plant Physiology joins with The Plant Cell in recognizing gene nomenclature as an important issue and fully supports adherence to convention for naming genes. The policy of Plant Physiology will also be changed to address this issue and to help avoid problems such as those discussed by Luan et al. As of the January 2002 issue, publication in Plant Physiology will require authors who are introducing new gene or protein nomenclature to submit a statement that outlines possible conflicts or confusion regarding their nomenclature and confirms that they have consulted the literature and other resources before naming their gene(s). The first published use of a gene name has priority and should be used. Authors must provide a detailed explanation for using a new or different name for a mutant, gene, or protein that has been named previously.
For Arabidopsis mutant genes, authors must follow the guidelines for naming genes outlined by Meinke and Koornneef (1997) 
